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January 

3rd - Students return to school 

5th - Report Cards Go Home 

6th - Fun Friday 

11th - Miss Mississippi Visits 4th and 5th Graders 

13th - MCE Reading Fair 

           Teacher Appreciation Luncheon 

16th - Martin Luther King Holiday 

19th - MCSD Reading Fair for 1st Place Winners 

20th - “Beach Bash” for Fall Fundraiser 

          5th Grade Tour to GMS 9:00-9:45 a.m. 

26th - 5th Grade Parents Meeting  

  NOLA Field Trip 5:30 p.m. 

  Science “Phun” Day 6:00 p.m. 

27th - 5th Grade Science “Phun” Day 8:00 a.m. 

31st - PTO Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

From Your Principal 

 
Happy New Year!! 

 
     Welcome back to MCE! It is so good to 

be back in school and to be reunited with 
your children. I trust you were able to 
spend lots of quality time with family and 

are ready to see what the new year 
brings. January is always reminder to 

the staff that school is half-way over and 
we have so much left to accomplish. We 
are setting our sights on being an “A” 

school which is the highest distinction 
for a Mississippi school, but we need to 
move each and every child’s learning in 

order to do so. Report cards will be com-
ing home this month, so be on the look-

out! 
      
     Thank you for your continued support 

in making education a priority at home 
and encouraging your children to give 

their very best effort at school. Keep 
checking those backpack folders, signing 
student planners, and coming for confer-

ences with your child’s teacher. Together 
we can make 2017 a great year for our 
children! 

 
Yours in learning, 

 

Martha D’Amico 

Super Mavs 

December Super Mavs were chosen for  

showing JOY! 

 

Kindergarten: Hannah Butler, Cass Everett, Walker 

Lee, Greyson Magee, Kamryn Reed, Olivia Stallings 

First Grade: Carly Alsup, Sara Claire Graves, Haidrien 

Hallman, Tianna Jackson, Ashlynn Reddin  

Second Grade: Molly Carr, Brain Frischolz, Khandi 

Johnson, Cade McCluskey, Summer Shelton   

Third Grade: Mollie Buchanan, Olivia Kendall, Bray-

den Paes, Michael Patrick, Max Sanders  

Fourth Grade: Saned Abualya, Julia Glasgow, Laci 

Patrick, Morgan Reynolds, Erin Washington  

Fifth Grade: LaKendrick Clancy, Will Griffin, Gatling 

Myers, Skylla Pickens, Miciah Satcher   
Madison Crossing Elementary PTO 



KINDERGARTEN 

Wow!  Our year is already halfway over!  Your kindergarteners have 

learned so much this year.  We ended December with a fun Christ-

mas party, and have come back in January ready to focus and 

learn. This month, we will begin our unit with Winter Fun and we 

will study many Authors.  We will also continue in math to learn 

about addition and introduce subtraction.  In writing, we are be-

ginning to learn to write How-To books.  We will really be taking off 

in reading!  Don’t forget the best way to help your child is to talk 

with them, review papers in their take home folder, and read!!! 

COMPUTER LAB NEWS 

The 5th Grade Computer Club Students 

really enjoyed designing birthday cards on 

the computer for Dr. D'Amico.  The birth-

day cards were designed using different 

typestyles, pictures and colors. Great Job 

5th Grade Computer Club. 

 

Stephanie Whittington, Computer 

THIRD GRADE 

We hope everyone has had a wonderful break!  We are ready to be-

gin this 3rd nine weeks with exciting stories and meaningful skills.  

We are learning about the Revolutionary War while reading George 

Washington’s Socks.   We are learning of life and hardships of 

men, women and children during this time.  As we begin discuss-

ing civil rights, our students will begin researching their famous 

American.  We hope to be inspired by the many different people 

who have made an impact on America and our world because of 

their dedication and hard work including Martin Luther King, Jr., 

Rosa Parks, and Ruby Bridges.  Our 3rd grade MAV museum of 

famous Americans will be on Wednesday, February 1st .  Be on the 

lookout for details. 

FIFTH GRADE 

As we look to the beginning of a new year in 

the 5th grade, we are so excited to turn in time 

to the World War I/Great Depression/Dust 

Bowl era. The ELA teachers are beginning with 

the fiction book Out of the Dust by Karen 

Hesse. We will accompany this novel with the 

non-fiction text called Children of the Dust 

Bowl by Jerry Stanley. We will also be reading 

aloud the third novel in the Giver series by Lois 

Lowry called Messenger. In language, we will 

focus on adverbs, and in writing we will begin 

our comparative essay.  In math we will be 

adding and subtracting mixed numbers and 

fractions, and in science we will work into the 

life science of cells and systems. In January, 

we will hold our “Science Fun Day”. Dr. Hunt 

will come from Mississippi College and share 

many wonderful science experiments with our 

children. Be watching for volunteer flyers to 

come home, as many helpers are needed to 

make this day a great success. We can’t wait to 

ring in the New Year! 

SECOND GRADE 

Second grade is looking forward to “blasting off” into the New Year.  

We began a study of celebrations around the world in December.  

We will continue that study by researching celebrations in Asia in-

cluding the Chinese New Year.  As we wrap up the study of our 

continents and some of their celebrations, we will begin our unit 

on the planets by learning about the earth and its layers.   We will 

leave earth and travel into outer space to study about all the plan-

ets and the phases of the sun and the moon.   

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

We have concluded our circuits’ portion of 

the year and started on our team games. 

We have already been working on some 

bowling and when we come back we will 

have another 4 weeks of team games. This 

includes lessons on hockey, basketball and 

Soccer. We will also introduce some golf.  I 

hope you all have a great Christmas break 

and I’ll look forward to seeing you all in the 

new year! 

Coach Matthew Cox 

MUSIC NOTES 

Welcome back! The holiday season was one to be remembered 

thanks to all of the wonderful parents and students at MCE.  I am 

looking forward to the exciting musical activities that the spring se-

mester will bring! Kindergarten, first, and third grade students will 

be preparing and presenting programs this semester.  You will re-

ceive information from your homeroom teacher as the time gets 

closer. In January, third, fourth, and fifth grade classes will focus on 

playing recorders and earning “beads” and “belts” to show off their 

individual progress.  Please encourage them to practice at home! 

Kindergarten, first, and second grade classes will play Orff instru-

ments to practice the elements of music that they are learning. They 

will use a variety of folk songs and cultural music to expand their 

musical vocabularies and skills.  MC Sound will begin working on 

more challenging Orff and drum arrangements this month.  They 

will present a spring concert in May, so watch for information at a 

later date. Thank you for supporting our music program! 

Heidi Harrell, Music 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

Knowledge is discovering something new so 

you can be better at what you do.  Is there 

a subject or activity you’d like to know 

more about?  Most of us are very knowl-

edgeable about some things but not about 

others.  Think about something you know 

nothing about and find out one thing about 

it.  When you learn something new, it’s 

great to be able to use this knowledge! Go 

out and gain some knowledge today!  

 

Jennifer Agostinelli, Counselor FIRST GRADE 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  We hope your Christmas break was filled with 

family, good food, and fun!  Thank you again for all the help you 

gave us for our Christmas party and our gingerbread unit.  It 

would not have been as successful without you!  Beginning this 

month we’ll kick off a unit on America.  During this unit we will be 

learning about important American people and symbols through 

classroom read-alouds and activities.  The students will use their 

newly acquired facts to help them write more non-fiction pieces.  In 

Writer’s Workshop, the students will also begin a unit on opinion 

writing.  To enhance our unit further, students will enjoy a glimpse 

into our country’s history through the eyes of a girl their age in our 

new chapter book, Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls 

Wilder.  The students will be exploring number sense more deeply 

with place value in math this nine weeks.  We look forward to a 

wonderful 2017 with you and your child! 

FOURTH GRADE 

January, 2017 – where did 2016 go!  As fourth 

graders, we are looking forward to what 2017 

will bring to us in learning! We concluded The 

Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C. S. 

Lewis.  The book possessed something that 

sets it apart from other stories of imaginary 

kingdoms and epic quests – a timeless message 

of love and wisdom that has reached deeply 

into the hearts of readers.  It is always a favor-

ite of fourth grade students. This month we 

begin a 5-week study of the Civil War.  We will 

be reading 5 different books.  We will combine 

this with our Mississippi History to understand 

how the Civil War affected our state. In math, 

we continue the unit on Division; Map Refer-

ence Frames; Measures of Angles.  We are going 

to be discovering how to do division using vari-

ous methods.  We will also be learning to use a 

protractor to measure angles.  In writing and 

grammar, we begin our unit on literary essays 

and are using our grammar skills to make our 

communication better. We will begin our Physi-

cal Science unit.  In this science unit, we will 

learn what matter is made of and how it can be 

measured. Our yearlong study of Mississippi 

and its history continues as we study the Civil 

War and Reconstruction. Fourth grade contin-

ues to strive to make the 2016-2017 school 

year “the best school year ever!” 

LIBRARY NEWS 

The Madison Crossing Elementary Reading 

Fair will be held Jan. 13. This is where 

your child reads a story and decorates a 

story board for judging. Only the 1st place 

winners will progress on to District's Read-

ing Fair. Information and instructions 

about the Reading Fair went home before 

Christmas holidays. This is not a required 

activity.  

Mollie Gillespie, Librarian  

PATHWAYS 

January will be a busy month for the fifth grade Pathways students! 

In preparation for our “Crossover Challenge” robot tournament on 

January 24, they will be practicing their driving skills, troubleshoot-

ing and making adjustments to their robots, and programming the 

robots to run a course autonomously. Toward the end of the month, 

the children will be introduced to the work of artist, M.C. Escher, 

and will design their own, unique tessellation art. The second grad-

ers will review analytical thinking this month to compare and con-

trast things in unusual and creative ways. They will then apply that 

skill to solving analogies. Meanwhile, they will continue their pro-

gress with computer coding and work on their Chess strategies by 

learning some new moves. 

Lydia Bourne, Pathways 

 

When third grade Pathways students return in January, we will read 

a book called Dream, about setting goals and carrying them 

through. The students will make some goals for themselves and 

make a “Dream Star” representing one of these. We will then begin 

our rocks and gems unit.  Students will research and experiment 

with different kinds of rocks and minerals.  Students will also grow 

some crystals and learn about the various shapes and kinds of crys-

tals. Fourth grade PA students will begin a unit about the Wild 

West.  Students will research famous outlaws; then design wanted 

posters for original outlaws.  These fourth graders will also begin a 

simulation game called “Pioneer”.  They will be in “wagon trains” 

with an assigned identity.  They will make group decisions as they 

travel across the West headed toward Hacker Valley.  The decisions 

will influence their ‘fates’ sometimes for the better and sometimes 

for the worse.  They will earn points for projects and fates that will 

help them move faster on the trails.  The first on to Hacker Valley 

will win a prize! 

Trish Rhodes, Pathways 

To receive messages from MCE, text 

@d03b12 to 81010  


